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ILLINOIS TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY AND ILLINOIS TOLLWAY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SIGN-OFF ON FINAL ELGIN O’HARE PLANNING DOCUMENT
Environmental Impact Statement Delivered to the Feds; Record of Decision Expected in December
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – Illinois Transportation Secretary Ann Schneider and Illinois Tollway
Executive Director Kristi Lafleur today signed the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the new
Elgin O’Hare West Bypass Project.
Approval of this document helps pave the way for construction to begin as soon as next year. The
project is part of the Illinois Tollway’s 15-year, $12 billion capital program, Move Illinois: The Illinois
Tollway Driving the Future, and will improve travel efficiency, create western access to O’Hare
International Airport, provide new, multi-modal connections and reduce congestion. Going forward, to
highlight the new access drivers will have to O’Hare International Airport, the project will be known as
the “Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project.”
“We’ve reached a milestone in our efforts to strengthen Illinois’ role as a global economic powerhouse,”
said Illinois Governor Pat Quinn. “Investing in our infrastructure and opening a new door to O’Hare
International Airport – a gateway to the world – will provide economic benefits across Illinois
communities for years to come.”
“The Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project will provide the missing connectivity to O’Hare from the west
and position this area to take full advantage of substantial redevelopment and growth opportunities that
will create jobs and stimulate the local and regional economies,” said Executive Director Kristi Lafleur.

The project includes converting the existing Elgin O’Hare expressway to a toll road, constructing an
eastern extension of the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway to O’Hare International Airport and constructing a
toll road along the west side of O’Hare connecting the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the
Tri-State Tollway (I-294).
“Today marks a major step forward for the Elgin O’Hare project,” said Illinois Transportation Secretary
Ann Schneider. “We are thrilled to be able to partner with the Tollway to help make this project a
reality. It’s this kind of collaboration that will help make Illinois a leader in terms of transportation
infrastructure investment and ensuring that our roadways will meet the needs of the 21st century.”
The Final Environmental Impact Statement, which now bears the signature of the Federal Aviation
Administration, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Illinois Tollway, will be
delivered to and signed by officials from the Federal Highway Administration, the final lead agency.
Notice will be published in the Federal Register on Friday, November 9, at which time it will be available
for public review on the project website at www.elginohare-westbypass.org. IDOT will continue to lead
the environmental studies, which will conclude with a Record of Decision from the U.S. Department of
Transportation by the end of 2012.

-more-

Last week, the Illinois Tollway Board of Directors created a new Elgin O’Hare Western Access (EOWA)
Local Advisory Committee to provide input as the agency prepares to begin construction of the longawaited roadway project. The EOWA Local Advisory Committee is part of the Illinois Tollway’s efforts
to increase outreach to communities impacted by the Tollway. The new panel will host its first meeting
tonight at the Tollway’s headquarters in Downers Grove.
“I am so pleased to stand here today with the leaders of both major Illinois transportation agencies to
celebrate this important step forward for a project that has been in the works for decades,” said Tollway
Board Chair Paula Wolff. “I want to thank Governor Quinn for his leadership and for recognizing that the
Elgin O’Hare Western Access Project is critical to maintaining our region’s role as one of the most
dynamic transportation networks in the nation.”
About Move Illinois
The Illinois Tollway’s $12 billion capital program, Move Illinois: The Illinois Tollway Driving the Future,
will improve mobility, relieve congestion, reduce pollution, create as many as 120,000 jobs and link
economies across the Midwest region. Move Illinois will address the remaining needs of the existing
Tollway system; rebuild and widen the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) as a state-of-the-art 21st
century corridor; construct a new interchange to connect the Tri-State Tollway (I-294) to I-57; build a
new, all-electronic Elgin O’Hare Western Access and fund planning studies for the Illinois Route 53/120
Extension and the Illiana Expressway.
About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance and
operations. The agency maintains and operates 286 miles of interstate tollways in 12 counties in
Northern Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355),
the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80).
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