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CENTRAL TRI-STATE TOLLWAY (I-294) LANES TO REOPEN IN TIME FOR
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY TRAVEL
$112.6 million project completed on time and on budget; traffic shifted off shoulders and speed
limit restored to 55 mph
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – The Illinois Tollway is wrapping up work on the $112.6 million Central
Tri-State Tollway (I-294) Resurfacing Project between 95th Street in Oak Lawn and Balmoral
Avenue in Rosemont on schedule and within budget in advance of the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend. As a result, the Tollway will return traffic to the standard lane configuration in both
directions and restore the speed limit to 55 mph for the Tuesday morning commute.
“The Central Tri-State is one of the busiest roadways on our system and we’re pleased that it
will be restored in time for the busy Thanksgiving holiday,” said Illinois Tollway Executive
Director Kristi Lafleur. “We thank our customers for their tremendous patience throughout this
construction season and hope the smooth new pavement was worth the wait.”
Thanksgiving Holiday Travel Projections
The Illinois Tollway is expecting approximately 10 million vehicles will travel the Tollway system
this Thanksgiving holiday from Monday, November 19, through Sunday, November 25. The
heaviest travel is anticipated on Wednesday, November 21, when 1.7 million vehicles are
projected to be on the road. On an average day, about 1.4 million vehicles use the Tollway.
"The Illinois Tollway is expected to be busier than usual this holiday season," said Lafleur. "We
urge our customers to focus on the road by putting their cell phones away, and more
importantly, remember that it is always illegal to text while driving in Illinois."
Lane Closures Suspended
The Illinois Tollway is suspending all temporary construction lane closures from noon on
Wednesday, November 21, through 9 a.m. on Monday, November 26. While temporary
construction lane closures are suspended, motorists should be aware of major traffic shifts that
are in place in construction work zones. Some work may continue behind barriers within existing
work zones to keep work on schedule, but this work will not impact traffic.
Illinois State Police District 15 Out in Force
Illinois State Police District 15 will be out in force patrolling the Illinois Tollway system to keep
drivers safe throughout the Thanksgiving holiday with an additional 45 troopers on duty.
“The Illinois State Police has zero tolerance for impaired driving in Illinois,” said District 15
Commander Captain Joe Perez. “Officers working this detail will be watchful for drivers who are
operating vehicles in an unsafe manner, driving with a suspended or revoked driver’s license,
transporting open alcoholic beverages or driving under the influence.”
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District 15 Troopers and special enforcement teams will be concentrating efforts on the “Drive
Now. Text Later.” initiative to reduce distracted driving and on DUI enforcement.
Tollway Construction Update
Major construction areas where drivers should plan for slower traffic during the holiday include:
Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80)
• Between I-57 and Kedzie Avenue, I-294 traffic in both directions is reduced to three
lanes and shifted right for the reconstruction of the I-294 bridges over 147th Street.
Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88)
• Between Illinois Route 56 and Deerpath Road, traffic is shifted to the left in both
directions for rebuilding and widening.
Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90)
• Westbound between Illinois Route 72 and Sandwald Road and between Anthony Road
and I-39, traffic is shifted to the right for a shoulder widening project.
• Eastbound between I-39 and U.S. Route 20, traffic is shifted to the right.
A 45 mph speed limit is in effect 24/7 in all construction zones where lanes are reduced, shifted
or traffic is traveling on a shoulder, whether or not workers are present. The minimum penalty
for speeding in a work zone is $375.
Know Before You Go
The Illinois Tollway has a variety of ways customers can get the latest travel information,
including:
• www.illinoistollway.com – Construction/Planning section and Tollway Trip Calculator
• 1-800-TOLL-FYI – Daily lane closure information
• www.travelmidwest.com – Real-time travel times
• www.nbcchicago.com – Up-to-the-minute traffic by roadway
About the Central Tri-State Resurfacing Project
The Central Tri-State Resurfacing Project began in April and included roadway repairs and
asphalt resurfacing on a 19-mile section between 95th Street and Franklin Avenue, as well as
concrete repairs on the three-mile section from Franklin Avenue to Balmoral Avenue, to extend
the life of the roadway and provide a new, smooth surface. This highly-traveled corridor serves
up to 190,000 vehicles a day.
Approximately 35 professional and 190 construction staff worked on the project each day.
During construction, four lanes in both directions were maintained during peak hours with traffic
shifts at bridges to provide long-term work zones and the majority of lane closures were
scheduled during overnight hours to minimize the impact on traffic.
In addition, in the section between Franklin Street and Balmoral Avenue, the Tollway was able
to reduce inconvenience to daily commuters by using pre-cast concrete panels to complete fulldepth repairs in the center lanes. Approximately 670 pre-cast panels were installed during
overnight hours and on weekends when traffic volumes were reduced.
For this project:
• 180 lane miles of pavement and 16 interchanges were repaired and resurfaced
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54 bridge structures were repaired throughout the corridor
222,000 tons of warm-mix asphalt were used to resurface and extend the life of the
pavement
26,000 square yards of concrete were used to complete roadway and bridge deck
repairs

While major roadway repairs are complete, some off-peak lane and shoulder closures will be
needed to wrap up remaining punch-list work, including guardrail, pavement striping and
drainage. No additional traffic shifts or long-term lane reductions are needed.
The Central Tri-State Tollway corridor includes pavement originally constructed in 1958, 1972
and 1992. While older segments of pavement had been repaired and resurfaced numerous
times, this was the first resurfacing of the newer pavement sections.
About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance
and operations. The agency maintains and operates 286 miles of interstate tollways in 12
counties in Northern Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans
Memorial Tollway (I-355), the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the Tri-State Tollway
(I-94/I-294/I-80).
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