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November 15, 2012
WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN ILLINOIS TOLLWAY 2013 MAP COVER ART CONTEST
More than 11,400 votes cast for student artwork displayed online and at Tollway Oases
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – The Illinois Tollway today announced that Highland Park High School student
Abby Friedman is the grand prize winner of the 2013 Illinois Tollway Map Cover Art Contest. High
school students in the 12 counties served by the Illinois Tollway were invited to submit original works of
art based on this year’s contest theme, “Remembering Our Veterans.” The contest was sponsored by
the Illinois Tollway, Blick Art Materials and U.S. Equities.
Students selected as runners-up in the contest include:
 First runner-up - Michael Barrios, Victor J. Andrew High School in Tinley Park
 Second runner-up - Andrew Kaufmann, Highland Park High School
 Third runner-up - Veronica Severini, Glenbard East High School in Lombard
“Abby’s artwork captures the theme of keeping our brave service men and women in our thoughts, and
we’re thrilled to have her artwork for the cover of the 2013 Illinois Tollway map,” said Illinois Tollway
Executive Director Kristi Lafleur. “We would like to thank all of the students who participated and their
art teachers for their guidance, which helped make the contest a great success.”
Altogether, the Tollway received 57 entries from student artists attending 26 high schools throughout
the region, from Chicago to Rockford, and 10 semi-finalists were selected for public voting. More than
11,400 votes by the general public were recorded online to identify four finalists, with the overall winner
and runners-up selected by a panel of judges including members of the Tollway Board of Directors,
veterans working for the Tollway and representatives from U.S. Equities and Blick Art Materials.
“It is such an honor to create something that reminds people that veterans should always be in our
hearts no matter where we are going,” said contest grand-prize winner Abby Friedman.
The artwork of the 10 semi-finalists, including the winning entries, is currently on display at each of the
seven Illinois Tollway Oases. The Illinois Tollway plans to place all of the artwork up for auction with the
proceeds going to support veterans’ charities.
“It’s been our privilege to support the students whose artwork has been on display in the galleries at the
Illinois Tollway Oases,” said Cindy O’Drobinak, Senior Vice President of U.S. Equities Realty. “This
year’s art contest has honored our veterans while encouraging a whole new generation to express
themselves through art.”
Artwork created by the grand prize winner will be featured on the cover of the Tollway’s 2013 map,
which is distributed at no cost to more than 125,000 customers. Artwork created by the runners-up will
be featured in the Tollway’s annual report. Awards include:
 The grand prize winner was presented with $400 in gift certificates from Blick Art Materials and
$200 in gift certificates from U.S. Equities to use at Oases retail shops and restaurants.
 The runners-up received $200 in gift certificates from Blick Art Materials and $100 in gift
certificates from U.S. Equities.
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All students who participated in the contest will receive a certificate of appreciation from the
Tollway.

“Blick Art Materials is thrilled to see the level of participation in the student art contest,” said Chief
Executive Bob Buchsbaum. “We are excited about the future with so many innovative designs from our
young students.”
About Blick Art Materials
Founded in 1911, Blick Art Materials is one of the largest and oldest providers of art supplies in the
United States, with 38 retail stores nationwide and six retail stores in Illinois. Its products cater to the full
spectrum of artists – from the youngest child ready to scribble with his or her first crayon to well-known,
gallery-represented professionals. The company’s extensive selection, competitive prices and superior
customer service make Blick the best choice for art educators, students, artists, architects, designers,
hobbyists or anyone requiring quality art materials for work or pleasure. A long-time advocate of art
education in the U.S., Blick also provides support of scholastic, collegiate and professional art shows,
both financially and through a variety of materials that emphasize the benefits of art education. The
company’s corporate office is located in Highland Park, Ill., and its main operations are located in
Galesburg, Ill. For more information, please visit www.dickblick.com.
About U.S. Equities Realty
U.S. Equities Realty is a leading full-service commercial real estate firm headquartered in Chicago, with
operations in North and South America. The company serves as a strategic real estate advisor to
clients throughout the United States and Latin America, providing development, program management,
build-to-suit and construction oversight services; asset management and leasing; tenant representation,
consulting and advisory services; and acquisition, disposition and financing of real estate assets. The
asset management services group provides asset oversight, property and facility management,
marketing and leasing and strategic planning to a diverse group of clients. Currently, the portfolio
includes more than 1,000 properties totaling over 29 million square feet of office, retail, institutional,
dormitory, facility and residential management services for approximately 60 clients, including 1.5
million square feet of management assignments along Chicago's famous Michigan Avenue.
About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance and
operations. The agency maintains and operates 286 miles of interstate tollways in 12 counties in
Northern Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355),
the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80).
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2013 Illinois Tollway Map Cover Art Contest winners

Grand Prize Winner - Abby Friedman, Highland Park High School

First runner-up - Michael Barrios, Victor J. Andrew High School in Tinley Park
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Second runner-up - Andrew Kaufmann, Highland Park High School

Third runner-up - Veronica Severini, Glenbard East High School in Lombard

