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ILLINOIS TOLLWAY SEEKS TO ADD NEW SIGNS PROMOTING
LODGING AND TOURISM ATTRACTIONS ALONG ITS ROADWAYS
Public comment on revised signage policy begins today
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – The Illinois Tollway Board of Directors’ Strategic Planning Committee
is looking to boost economic growth in communities along its roadways through the promotion of
lodging and local tourism attractions. Today, the committee is considering changes to the
Tollway’s signage policy to broaden opportunities for businesses to advertise on Tollway signs
and attract drivers from the roadway.
“The Tollway’s goal is to be a partner in economic development,” said Illinois Tollway Executive
Director Kristi Lafleur. “While our 15-year, $12 billion Move Illinois capital program has already
provided a much-needed jolt to small businesses in our state and is expected to pump $21
billion into our economy, we continue to seek additional opportunities to strengthen our
neighbors along the Tollway system.”
The proposed revisions to the Traffic Generator and Specific Service Sign Policy Guide will
expand the number of “blue board” sign locations on the Tollway system for lodging facilities to
advertise and, for the first time, give local tourism attractions an opportunity to advertise on
Tollway signs. Specific guidelines include:
 Participating lodging facilities must be located within three miles of the Tollway
 Participating tourism attractions must be located within five miles of the Tollway
 Installation of blue board signs will only occur in rural locations along the Tollway
 Participants must complete a formal application for consideration
 Participants will be responsible for providing the logo panel and paying an annual fee
The Tollway has identified 20 potential rural interchanges along its system, including four
locations on the Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355) between U.S. Route 6 and 127th Street;
eight locations on the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) between U.S. Route 30 and Orchard
Road; and eight locations along the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) between Rockton
Road and Randall Road.
The revised signage policy is specifically applicable to rural locations along the Tollway due to
guidelines and standards provided by the Federal Highway Administration’s Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices. The annual fees from participating businesses will help offset the
Tollway’s costs to fabricate and install each sign.
“The new policy will allow us to provide a unique opportunity for many local businesses to
advertise on our roadways,” said Illinois Tollway Board Director Tom Weisner, chair of the
Strategic Planning Committee. “In addition to providing information about local hotels and
destinations, the new signage will help make travel easier and more enjoyable for drivers
traveling through Northern Illinois.”
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Last year, the Tollway introduced the Illinois Tollway Guide to Lodging and Attractions, provided
at no cost at all toll plazas and Tollway Customer Service Centers during normal business
hours. The guide provides a quick reference to hundreds of local hotels and tourism attractions
located near interchanges on each of the Tollway’s four roadways. The Guide to Lodging and
Attractions was developed in coordination with the Illinois Office of Tourism and local convention
and visitors bureaus. The guide is also available for download on the Illinois Tollway’s website
www.illinoistollway.com.
Originally launched in 2007 as a pilot program for lodging facilities along I-90 from Elgin to
Rockford, the corridor now has blue board signs located at five interchanges along I-90 with 18
businesses currently participating.
As the Tollway looks to expand its signage policy, the agency is seeking public review and
comment to ensure that the interests of those impacted by this policy are considered. The
revised policy is available for review at www.illinoistollway.com. Public comments may be
provided via email, U.S. mail or in person at the committee meeting. All comments will be
posted on the Tollway’s website.
The 21-day public comment period will extend through November 7 to allow sufficient time for
comment and review and provide Tollway Directors the opportunity to consider public input and
make further revisions before the final policy is presented for approval at the next Strategic
Planning Committee on December 12.

About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance
and operations. The agency maintains and operates 286 miles of interstate tollways in 12
counties in Northern Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans
Memorial Tollway (I-355), the Jane Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90) and the Tri-State Tollway
(I-94/I-294/I-80).
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