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Earned Credit Program (ECP) 

Voluntary incentive program that gives participating contractors a 
competitive edge 
• Prime and subcontractors earn virtual bid credits for hiring and retaining ECP 

candidates 
• Open to any firm interested in participating in Tollway contracts 

Helps underserved communities participate on Tollway projects  
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ECP Can Help You Win Contracts 

Construction Contractor A 

Base bid    $8,100,949.50 

ECP credit  $      77,450.09 

Award Criteria  $8,023,499.41 

Construction Contractor B 

Base bid            $8,090,691.98 

ECP credit         $                0.00                     

Award Criteria  $8,090,691.98 

 

26 major construction contracts have been awarded  
based on use of ECP bid credits 
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Apparent low bidder 



How To Earn ECP Bid Credits 

Firms receive ECP bid credits for every dollar paid to ECP hires 
• Operating engineers and structural steel ironworkers – 50 cents credit for 

every dollar paid 
• All other skilled trades and fabricators – 40 cents credit for every dollar paid 
• Laborers – 30 cents credit for every dollar paid 

Additional $5,000 in virtual bid credits after 160 hours of employment   
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ECP Hiring Portal 

Referral 
agencies input 

graduate 
information 

Hiring 
contractors 

search 
database 
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Online Access To ECP Candidates 

Find ECP candidates to fit your needs 

Search criteria includes 
• Source agency 
• Trade 
• Veteran status 
• Gender 
• Commercial driver’s license 

 

 

Presented by XXXXX, date of presentation 6 



Determining ECP Eligibility 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) Eligibility Request form 
• Submit to Illinois Department of 

Employment Security (IDES) for evaluation  

Candidate Demographic Information 
form 
• Submit to Illinois Tollway after IDES 

approves the WIOA Eligibility Request 
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Obtaining Your ECP Certificate  

Submit the following documentation 
• Request for ECP  

Certificate Form 006 
• Payroll data 

Receive your ECP Certificate 
• Tollway will mail your ECP Certificate 

upon approval 

Submit documentation to 
ecp@getipass.com  
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Using ECP Bid Credits 

Prime contractors 
• Submit your ECP certificate 
• Encourage subcontractors to 

participate in the program 
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Subcontractors 
• Indicate how much ECP bid credit 

you are providing to the prime on 
your ECP Certificate  

• Market your ECP bid credits to 
primes for inclusion in their 
Tollway bids 
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ECP Credits – Only Use What You Need 

Unused ECP credits are 
returned for use on a future bid 

In cases where only some 
submitted ECP credits are 
needed, the remainder is 
returned using proportional 
allocation 
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Department of Diversity and Strategic 
Development 

• 630-241-6800 ext. 3227 
• diversity@getipass.com 
• illinoistollway.com 
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Contact Us 



Thank you 
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