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MORE THAN 9 MILLION VEHICLES EXPECTED TO TRAVEL
THE ILLINOIS TOLLWAY SYSTEM THIS THANKSGIVING WEEKEND
Drivers reminded to slow down in work zones and Give Them Distance when traveling
DOWNERS GROVE, IL – Anticipating increased traffic over the Thanksgiving holiday, the Illinois
Tollway reminds drivers to stay focused on the road, slow down in construction work zones and “Give
Them Distance” when vehicles are on the side of the road with lights flashing.
“With more than 9 million vehicles turning to the Tollway system over the extended Thanksgiving
holiday weekend, we’re asking our customers to do their part to stay safe when driving,” said Illinois
Tollway Executive Director Liz Gorman. “Construction is ongoing on parts of the Tollway as we
continue our work to deliver roadway improvements to improve travel and mobility.”
Over the Thanksgiving holiday, Wednesday, November 21, through Monday, November 26, the
heaviest travel is expected on Wednesday, when nearly 1.9 million vehicles are projected to use the
294-mile Tollway system. On an average day, more than 1.6 million vehicles use the Illinois Tollway.
As construction continues, prior to Thanksgiving the Tollway expects to reopen two lanes in both
directions on the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88) between Illinois Route 56 in Sugar Grove and Peace
Road in DeKalb. Ongoing lane reductions will be in place on the I-88 corridor from Peace Road to
Illinois Route 251 in Rochelle.
In addition, the Tollway anticipates restoring Central Tri-State Tollway (I-294) mainline traffic to its
original configuration between Balmoral Avenue in Rosemont and Wolf Road in Franklin Park, as well
as reopening the ramps connecting Irving Park Road to northbound I-294, in advance of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
What’s Travel Like?
To prepare for trips short or long, drivers can check out Traveler Quick Links on the Tollway’s website
to sign up for and access Tollway Trip Tweets with roadway incident information and weather
conditions at Tollway Trip 90, Tollway Trip 88, Tollway Trip 355, Tollway Trip 94/294 and Tollway Trip
390.
Holiday Work Zones
To accommodate Thanksgiving holiday travel on the Illinois Tollway, construction activity will be
restricted to better serve Tollway customers. Temporary construction and maintenance lane closures
will be suspended from noon on Wednesday, November 21, through 9 a.m. on Monday, November 26.
Work may continue behind barriers with long-term lane closures remaining in place to keep
construction projects on schedule. Ongoing construction includes:
Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80)
 On the Edens Spur, between Pfingsten Road and the Edens Expressway, traffic is reduced to
one lane in each direction.
 On I-294, traffic is shifted in both directions at the Cermak Road Toll Plaza.
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At 159th Street Interchange the ramps carrying traffic from westbound 159th Street to
southbound I-294 and from northbound I-294 to westbound 159th Street are closed with posted
detours.

Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88)
 Between I-290 and York Road, traffic is shifted in both directions. Westbound drivers must travel
in the right lane on I-88 to access the cash side of the York Road Toll Plaza as well as the 22nd
Street exit ramp.
 On the ramp connecting eastbound I-88 to northbound I-355 one lane is closed.
 Between Peace Road and Illinois Route 251, traffic is reduced to one lane in each direction in
segments.
Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355)
 Between Boughton Road and Butterfield Road, traffic is shifted in both directions.
Give Them Distance
While traveling this holiday weekend, whenever drivers see any vehicle on the side of the road with
emergency or hazard lights flashing, they are required by law to slow down and change lanes. The
Illinois Tollway, along with other transportation agencies and safety groups, is asking drivers to
remember to Give Them Distance to help reduce the number of traffic deaths occurring every year in
the state.
Illinois State Police Urges Safe Driving
Illinois State Police Troopers patrolling the Illinois Tollway will help keep roadways safe by increasing
patrols to enforce violations for driving under the influence, as well as enforcing violations for speeding
and distracted driving. Illinois State Police is also stepping up patrols and seatbelt enforcement zones
as part of the statewide “Click It or Ticket” campaign, which began on November 16 and runs through
November 26.
About the Illinois Tollway
The Illinois Tollway is a user-fee system that receives no state or federal funds for maintenance and
operations. The agency maintains and operates 294 miles of roadways in 12 counties in Northern
Illinois, including the Reagan Memorial Tollway (I-88), the Veterans Memorial Tollway (I-355), the Jane
Addams Memorial Tollway (I-90), the Tri-State Tollway (I-94/I-294/I-80) and the Illinois Route 390
Tollway.
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