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Prequalification

• What is the purpose of prequalification?

• What are benefits of Prequalification?

• How is prequalification determined?

• What else do you need to know?



Prequalification

State law requires that contracts be 

awarded to the lowest responsive

and responsible bidders.



Responsive Bidder

A bidder that complies with the bidding 

requirements.

Responsible Bidder

A bidder with the financial capacity, 

equipment and experience to complete 

a project.



Prequalification

• Protects the State and the Contractor

• Requirement since 1934

• Approx. 650 contractors are prequalified

• 47 work categories

• Does not apply to material suppliers, trucking 

companies, Consultants, or subcontractors



Prequalification

The Rules for Prequalification of Contractors, 

Authorization to Bid and Subcontractor 

Registration -

44 IL Adm. Code Section 650

– Information required from Contractor

– Analysis of information





Prequalification

The Rules also include:

– Deadlines for submittal, i.e. cut-off dates

– Requirements from other state agencies

– Requirements for submitting a bid

– Descriptions and equipment requirements



Prequalification

Financial Rating

– Financial statements

Work Ratings

– Experience, equipment, and performance



Prequalification

Certificate of Eligibility

– Shows Financial and Work Ratings

– Allows Requesting to bid on State lettings

– Allows Subcontracting on State projects

• Competitive advantage

– Allows bidding on Local Agency projects



Prequalification Application

1     General Information

2-3  General Questions

4     Work Categories

5-6  Work Experience

7     Personnel Experience

8     Resumes

9     Equipment

10   Affidavit of Possession,

leases

11       Certificate of Accountant,

audited

12       Balance Sheet

13-19  Schedules (p. 18)

20       Letter of Subordination

21-23  Affidavits

24       Guaranty Agreement

25       Financial Release

26       Check Sheet







Prequalification

Important Items

– Deadlines strictly adhered to

– Signatures & Notary seal (originals)

– Balance sheet

– Financial verification

– Will not accept outdated applications

• Current application BC 8 (Rev. 07/01/16)



http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-

business/procurements/construction-

services/index#Bulletins



Click on 

Prequalification 

for application 

and rules.



Subcontractor Registration

• Required to subcontract if not Prequalified

• Not required for Prequalified Contractors

• Can only register through IDOT website



Subcontractor Registration

• www.idot.illinois.gov

• “Doing Business”

– Procurements

• Construction Services

–Subcontractors

»Subcontractor Registration

or go directly to 
http://www.idot.illinois.gov/doing-

business/procurements/construction-
services/index#Bulletins



• Firm Name

• Address

• Phone, Fax, E-Mail

• Tax ID number

• Form of Organization

• Ownership Information

• Contact Information

• Annual Gross Revenue

• Work Categories

Subcontractor Registration





Subcontractor Registration

• Registration Number

– 1-2 days

– e-mail

• Expiration Date – 1 year from 

registration or renewal

• Give number to Prime Contractor



Subcontractor Registration

Renewal On Line

– Notification letter or E-mail

– Change information on-line

– Renew, do not register again!



www.idot.illinois.gov

http://www.idot.illinois.gov/


or contact the Prequalification Section at 

(217) 782-3413.


